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5 CHAPTER 5 
 
Checklist of meso- and macrozooplankton species of the 
Baltic Sea 

 
 
 
Table 5.1: Meso- and macrozooplankton species in the Baltic Sea: BP – Baltic Proper; WBS – Western 

Baltic Sea; NBS – Northern Baltic Sea, SBS – Southern Baltic Sea; EBS – Eastern Baltic 
Sea (“+” present; no sign = species not found). After Telesh et al. (2009), with additions and 
modifications. 

No Taxa BP1 WBS2 NBS3 SBS4 EBS5 

 
Cnidaria, Anthomedusae       

1 Euphysa aurata Forbes, 1848 + +    

2 Euphysa tentaculata Linko, 1905 + +    

3 Halitholus cirratus Hartlaub, 1913 + +  +  

4 Hybocodon prolifer L. Agassiz, 1862 + +    

5 Rathkea octopunctata (M. Sars, 1835) + +    

6 Sarsia tubulosa (M. Sars, 1835) + +    

 
Cnidaria, Trachymedusae      

7 Aglantha digitalis (O.F. Müller, 1776) + +    

 
Cnidaria, Scyphomedusae      

8 Aurelia aurita (Linnaeus, 1758) + + + +  

9 Clytia hemisphaerica (Linnaeus, 1767) +     

10 Cyanea capillata (Linnaeus, 1758)   +    

11 Haliclystus auricula O. Fabricius, 1780   +    

12 Lucernaria quadricornis O.F. Müller, 1776  +    

13 Rhizostoma octopus (Mayer, 1910)  +    

 
Cnidaria, Leptomedusae      

14 Melicertum octocostatum (M. Sars, 1835) + +  +  

15 Obelia geniculata (Linnaeus, 1758) + +  +  
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No Taxa BP1 WBS2 NBS3 SBS4 EBS5 

 
Ctenophora       

16 Beroe cucumis Fabricius, 1780 + +    

17 Beroe gracilis Künne, 1939 + +    

18 Bolinopsis infundibulum O.F. Müller, 1776 + +    

19 Mnemiopsis leidyi A. Agassiz, 1865 + + + +  

20 Pleurobrachia pileus (O.F. Müller, 1776) + + + + + 

 
Turbellaria       

21 Alaurina composita Metschnikow, 1865  +    

 
Rotifera       

22 Anuraeopsis fissa (Gosse, 1851)   +   

23 Asplanchna sp.   +   

24 Asplanchna brightwelli Gosse, 1850  +   + 

25 Asplanchna priodonta Gosse, 1850  +  + + 

26 Asplanchna seiboldi (Leydig, 1854)  +    

27 Bdelloidea indet.   +  + 

28 Brachionus sp.   + + + 

29 Brachionus angularis Gosse, 1851  + + + + 

30 Brachionus calyciflorus Pallas, 1766  + + + + 

31 Brachionus plicatilis O.F. Müller, 1786  +    

32 Brachionus quadridentatus Hermann, 1783  + +   

33 Brachionus rubens Ehrenberg, 1838  +    

34 Brachionus urceus (Linnaeus, 1758)  + +   

35 Cephalodella catellina (O.F. Müller, 1786))  +    

36 Cephalodella megalocephala (Glasscott, 1893)  +    

37 Collotheca sp.      + 

38 Collotheca mutabilis (Hudson, 1885)  +    

39 Collotheca ornata (Ehrenberg, 1832)  +    

40 Collotheca pelagica (Rousselet, 1893)     + 

41 Colurella sp.  + +  + 

42 Conochilus unicornis Rousselet, 1892    +  

43 Dicranophorus sp.    +  

44 Encentrum pachypus Remane, 1949   +   + 

45 Euchlanis sp.      + 

46 Euchlanis dilatata Ehrenberg, 1832  + + + + 

47 Filinia brachiata (Rousselet, 1901)   +   
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No Taxa BP1 WBS2 NBS3 SBS4 EBS5 

48 Filinia longiseta (Ehrenberg, 1834)  + + + + 

49 Filinia terminalis (Plate, 1886)  + + +  

50 Hexarthra fennica (Levander, 1892)  +   + 

51 Kellicottia longispina (Kellicott, 1879)   + + + 

52 Keratella cochlearis (Gosse, 1851) + + + + + 

53 Keratella cochlearis baltica (Sokolova, 1927) + + + + + 

54 Keratella cochlearis recurvispina (Jägerskiöld, 
1894) 

+  +  + 

55 Keratella cochlearis tecta (Gosse, 1851)  + + + + 

56 Keratella cruciformis eichwaldi (Levander, 
1894) 

+ + + + + 

57 Keratella quadrata (O.F. Müller, 1786) + + + + + 

58 Keratella quadrata platei (Jägerskiöld, 1894)  +  +  + 

59 Lecane sp.   +  + 

60 Lecane lamellata (Daday, 1893)  +    

61 Lecane luna (O.F. Müller, 1776)     + 

62 Lecane lunaris (Ehrenberg, 1832)  +    

63 Lepadella sp.   +   

64 Monommata sp.   +   

65 Mytilina mucronata (O.F. Müller, 1773)  +    

66 Notholca sp.    + + 

67 Notholca caudata Carlin, 1943   +   

68 Notholca acuminata (Ehrenberg, 1832) + +   + 

69 Notholca acuminata extensa Oloffsson, 1918  +    

70 Notholca acuminata marina Focke, 1961  +    

71 Notholca labis Gosse, 1887     + 

72 Notholca squamula (O.F. Müller, 1786)     + 

73 Notholca squamula salina Focke, 1961  +    

74 Notholca striata (O.F. Müller, 1786) + + +   

75 Philodina sp.   +   

76 Ploesoma truncatum (Levander, 1894)   +  + 

77 Polyarthra sp.    + + 

78 Polyarthra dolichoptera Idelson, 1925 + + + + + 

79 Polyarthra major Burckhardt, 1900   +   

80 Polyarthra remata Skorikov, 1896   +   

81 Polyarthra vulgaris Carlin, 1943  + +  + 

82 Pompholyx sulcata Hudson, 1885   +   

83 Proales sp.  +   + 
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84 Proales reinhardti (Ehrenberg, 1834)   +   

85 Synchaeta sp. +  + + + 

86 Synchaeta baltica Ehrenberg, 1834 + + + + + 

87 Synchaeta cecilia Rousselet, 1902  + +   

88 Synchaeta curvata Lie-Pettersen, 1905 + + +  + 

89 Synchaeta fennica Rousselet, 1909 + +  + + 

90 Synchaeta grimpei Remane, 1929  +    

91 Synchaeta gyrina Hood, 1887 +    + 

92 Synchaeta littoralis Rousselet, 1902  + +  + 

93 Synchaeta monopus Plate, 1889 + + + + + 

94 Synchaeta pectinata Ehrenberg, 1832  +    

95 Synchaeta triophthalma Lauterborn, 1894 + +    

96 Synchaeta vorax Rousselet, 1902     + 

97 Testudinella clypeata (O.F. Müller, 1786)  +   + 

98 Trichocerca sp.  + + +  

99 Trichocerca capucina (Wierzejski et Zacharias, 
1893) 

  +  + 

100 Trichocerca dixon-nutalli Jennings, 1903  +    

101 Trichocerca marina (Daday, 1890)  + +  + 

102 Trichocerca pusilla (Lauterborn, 1898)     + 

103 Trichocerca (Diurella) similis (Wierzejski, 1893)   +   

104 Trichotria pocillum (O.F. Müller, 1776)     + 

 
Cladocera       

105 Acroperus harpae (Baird, 1834) c    + + 

106 Alona sp.   + +  

107 Alona affinis Leydig, 1860 c     + + 

108 Alona costata G.O. Sars, 1862 c    + + 

109 Alona guttata G.O. Sars, 1862 c    + + 

110 Alona intermedia G.O. Sars, 1862  +   + 

111 Alona quadrangularis (O.F. Müller, 1776)    + + 

112 Alona rectangula Sars, 1861  +  + + 

113 Alonella excisa (Fischer, 1854) c    + + 

114 Alonella exigua (Lilljeborg, 1853) c    +  

115 Alonella nana (Baird, 1850) c     + 

116 Alonopsis elongata Sars, 1862    + + 

117 Bosmina crassicornis P.E. Müller, 1867     + 

118 Bosmina longirostris (O.F. Müller, 1776) + + + + + 
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119 Bythotrephes sp.     + 

120 Camptocercus rectirostris Schoedler, 1862 c    + + 

121 Camptocercus lilljebborgii Schoedler **, c     + 

122 Cercopagis pengoi (Ostroumov, 1891) +  + + + 

123 Ceriodaphnia sp.   + + + 

124 Ceriodaphnia laticaudata P.E. Müller, 1867  +    

125 Ceriodaphnia pulchella G.O. Sars, 1862    + + 

126 Ceriodaphnia quadrangula (O.F. Müller, 1785)    + + 

127 Ceriodaphnia reticulata (Jurine, 1820)  +  +  

128 Ceriodaphnia setosa Matile **, c    +  

129 Chydorus latus Sars, 1862 c      + 

130 Chydorus ovalis Kurz, 1874 c    + + 

131 Chydorus piger G.O. Sars, 1862 c    +  

132 Chydorus sphaericus (O.F. Müller, 1785)  + + + + 

133 Cornigerius maeoticus Pengo, 1879     + 

134 Daphnia sp.    + + 

135 Daphnia cristata G.O. Sars, 1861   + + + 

136 Daphnia cucullata G.O. Sars, 1862 +  + + + 

137 Daphnia curvirostris Eylman, 1887 c    +  

138 Daphnia galeata G.O. Sars, 1864  +    

139 Daphnia longispina (O.F. Müller, 1785)  +  + + 

140 Daphnia magna Straus, 1820  +    

141 Daphnia pulex Leydig, 1860 c    + + 

142 Diaphanosoma brachyurum (Liévin, 1848)  + + + + 

143 Diaphanosoma mongolianum Ueno, 1938  +    

144 Disparalona rostrata (Koch, 1841) c    + + 

145 Eubosmina coregoni Baird, 1857 + + + + + 

146 Eubosmina longispina (Leidig, 1860) 
(Syn.*: Bosmina longispina Leidig, 1860; 
Bosmina coregoni maritima sensu Purasjoki, 
1958) 

+ + + + + 

147 Eubosmina maritima (P.E. Muller, 1867) 
(Syn.: Bosmina maritima P.E. Müller, 1867) 

+ + + + + 

148 Eurycercus lamellatus (O.F. Müller, 1776)  +  + + 

149 Evadne anonyx G.O. Sars, 1897 
[May be confused with E. nordmanni] 

   + + 

150 Evadne nordmanni Lovén, 1836 + + + + + 

151 Evadne spinifera P.E. Müller, 1867  +    

152 Graptoleberis testudinaria (Fischer, 1848) c    + + 

153 Holopedium gibberum Zaddach, 1855 c     + 
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154 Ilyocryptus acutifrons G. O. Sars, 1862 c    + + 

155 Ilyocryptus agilis Kurz, 1878 c     + 

156 Ilyocryptus sordidus (Liévin, 1848) c     + 

157 Kurzia latissima (Kurz, 1874) c     + 

158 Lathonura rectirostris (O. F. Müller, 1776) c     + 

159 Latona setifera (O. F. Müller, 1776) c    + + 

160 Leptodora kindtii (Focke, 1844)   + + + 

161 Leydigia leydigi (Leydig, 1860) c    + + 

162 Limnosida frontosa Sars, ... **, c     + 

163 Macrothrix rosea (Liéven, 1848) c     + 

164 Moina brachiata (Jurine, 1820) c    + + 

165 Monospilus dispar G. O. Sars, 1861 c    + + 

166 Ophryoxus gracilis G. O. Sars, 1861 c     + 

167 Oxyurella tenuicaudis (G. O. Sars, 1862) c    + + 

168 Picripleuroxus laevis (G. O. Sars, 1861) c 
(Syn.: Pleuroxus laevis G. O. Sars, 1861) 

    + 

169 Picripleuroxus striatus (Schödler, 1863) c 
(Syn.: Pleuroxus striatus Schödler, 1863) 

    + 

170 Pleopsis polyphemoides (Leuckart, 1859) + + + + + 

171 Pleuroxus aduncus (Jurine, 1820) c    + + 

172 Pleuroxus trigonellus (O. F. Müller, 1776) c    + + 

173 Pleuroxus truncatus (O. F. Müller, 1785) c    + + 

174 Pleuroxus uncinatus Baird, 1850 c    + + 

175 Podon intermedius Lilljeborg, 1853 + + + + + 

176 Podon leuckartii (G.O. Sars, 1862) + + + + + 

177 Polyphemus pediculus (Linnaeus, 1761)     + 

178 Pseudochydorus globosus (Baird, 1843) c    + + 

179 Rhynchotalona falcata (G. O. Sars, 1861) c    + + 

180 Scapholeberis mucronata (O. F. Müller, 1776) c    + + 

181 Sida crystallina (O.F. Müller, 1776)     + 

182 Simocephalus exspinosus  (DeGeer, 1778) c    + + 

183 Simocephalus serrulatus (Koch, 1841) c     + 

184 Simocephalus vetulus (O. F. Müller, 1776) c    + + 

 
Copepoda, Calanoida      

185 Acanthodiaptomus denticornis (Wierzejski, 
1887) c 

    + 

186 Acartia bifilosa (Giesbrecht, 1881) + + + + + 

187 Acartia clausi Giesbrecht, 1889 + + + + + 
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188 Acartia discaudata (Giesbrecht, 1882) + +  +  

189 Acartia longiremis (Lilljeborg, 1853) + + + + + 

190 Acartia tonsa Dana, 1849 + + + + + 

191 Calanus finmarchicus (Gunner, 1765) + +  + + 

192 Calanus hyperboreus Krøyer, 1838  +    

193 Candacia armata (Boeck, 1872)  +    

194 Centropages chierchiae Giesbrecht, 1889  +    

195 Centropages hamatus (Lilljeborg, 1853) + + + + + 

196 Centropages typicus Krøyer, 1849  +  +  

197 Diaptomus graciloides Lilljeborg, 1888 c    + + 

198 Eudiaptomus gracilis (G.O. Sars, 1862)  +  + + 

199 Eurytemora affinis (Poppe, 1880) + + + + + 

200 Eurytemora carolleeae Alekseev and Souissi, 
2011  
[Recently described as a sibling species of E. 
affinis in the Baltic Sea; in the earlier studies in 
the BP, WBS and NBS, might have been 
confused with its sibling (Alekseev et al. 2009; 
Sukhikh et al., 2013)] 

   + + 

201 Eurytemora hirundoides (Nordquist, 1888) 
(Syn.: Eurytemora hirundo Giesbrecht, 1881) 

+ + + + + 

202 Eurytemora lacustris (Poppe, 1887)    + + 

203 Eurytemora velox (Lilljeborg, 1853)  +   + 

204 Heterocope appendiculata Sars, 1863 c     + 

205 Limnocalanus grimaldii (De Guerne, 1886) + + + + + 

206 Limnocalanus macrurus G.O. Sars, 1863 + + + + + 

207 Metridia lucens Boeck, 1865  +    

208 Microcalanus pusillus G.O. Sars, 1903  +    

209 Paracalanus parvus (Claus, 1863) + +  + + 

210 Paraeuchaeta norvegica (Boeck, 1872) + +    

211 Pareucalanus attenuatus (Dana, 1849)  +    

212 Pseudocalanus acuspes (Giesbrecht, 1881) 
[The recent  molecular data (RFLP results) 
confirm that P. acuspes is the only 
Pseudocalanus species with a resident 
population in the Baltic Sea (Holmborn et al., 
2011). Earlier, two more species from this 
genus were also considered for this sea: 
Pseudocalanus elongatus (Boeck, 1865) and P. 
minutus (Krøyer, 1845)] 

+ + + + + 

213 Temora longicornis (O.F. Müller, 1785) + + + + + 
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Copepoda, Cyclopoida      

214 Acanthocyclops robustus (G.O. Sars, 1863)  +    

215 Cyclopina gracilis Claus, 1863  +    

216 Cyclopina kieferi Schäfer, 1936 **  +    

217 Cyclopina norvegica Boeck, 1864  +    

218 Cyclops sp. +  + + + 

219 Cyclops americanus Marsh, 1893      + 

220 Cyclops furcifer Claus, 1857 c     + 

221 Cyclops kolensis Lilljeborg, 1901 c     + 

222 Cyclops scutifer G.O. Sars, 1863 c    + + 

223 Cyclops strenuus Fischer, 1851  +  + + 

224 Cyclops vicinus Ulyanin, 1875  +  + + 

225 Diacyclops bicuspidatus (Claus, 1857)  +  + + 

226 Diacyclops bisetosus (Rehberg, 1880)  +  + + 

227 Ectocyclops phaleratus (Koch, 1838) c     + 

228 Eucyclops graciloides Lilljeborg, 1888  +    

229 Eucyclops lilljeborgi Sars, 1918 c     + 

230 Eucyclops macruroides (Lilljeborg, 1901) c    + + 

231 Eucyclops macrurus (G.O. Sars, 1863)     + + 

232 Eucyclops serrulatus (Fischer, 1851)  +  + + 

233 Eucyclops speratus (Lilljeborg, 1901)  +    

234 Halicyclops affinis (G.O. Sars, 1863) **  +    

235 Halicyclops magniceps (Lilljeborg, 1853)  +  +  

236 Halicyclops neglectus Kiefer, 1935  +    

237 Macrocyclops albidus (Jurine, 1820)    + + 

238 Macrocyclops fuscus (Jurine, 1820) c    +  

239 Megacyclops viridis (Jurine, 1820)  + + + + 

240 Megacyclops gigas (Claus, 1857) c    +  

241 Mesocyclops sp. +     

242 Mesocyclops dybowskii (Lande, 1890) c    +  

243 Mesocyclops hyalinus (Rehberg, 1880) **  +    

244 Mesocyclops leuckarti (Claus, 1857)  + + + + 

245 Microcyclops bicolor (Sars) **, c     + 

246 Microcyclops gracilis (Lilljebborg) **, c     + 

247 Microcyclops varicans (G. O. Sars, 1863) c     + 

248 Oithona atlantica Farran, 1908  +  +  
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249 Oithona similis Claus, 1866 + +  + + 

250 Paracyclops sp. +     

251 Paracyclops affinis (G.O. Sars, 1863) c     + 

252 Paracyclops fimbriatus (Fischer, 1853) c    + + 

253 Thermocyclops crassus (Fischer, 1853) c    + + 

254 Thermocyclops oithonoides Sars, 1863  + + + + 

255 Tropocyclops prasinus (Fischer, 1860) c    +  

 
Copepoda, Monstrilloida      

256 Cymbasoma rigidum Thompson, 1888 **  +    

257 Cymbasoma thompsoni (Giesbrecht, 1892)**  +    

258 Monstrilla helgolandica (Claus, 1863)  +    

 
Copepoda, Harpacticoida      

259 Canthocamptus staphylinus (Jurine, 1820)  +  + + 

260 Dactilopodia vulgaris (Sars) **, c     + 

261 Ectinosoma melaniceps Boeck, 1865  +   + 

262 Halectinosoma curticorne (Boeck, 1872) + +  +  

263 Harpacticoida indet. + + + + + 

264 Microsetella norvegica (Boeck, 1865)  +  + + 

265 Microarthridion littorale (Poppe, 1881) c +     

266 Nitokra hibernica (Brady, 1880) c    +  

267 Onychocamptus mohammed (Blanchard and 
Richard, 1891) (Syn.: Laophonte mohammed 
Blanchard and Richard, 1891) c 

   +  

 
Pteropoda      

268 Limacina retroversa (Fleming, 1823) + +    

 
Polychaeta       

269 Bylgides sarsi  (Kinberg in Malmgren, 1865)  + + +  + 

270 Harmothoe imbricata (Linnaeus, 1769)  +    

271 Harmothoe impar (Johnston, 1839)  +   + 

272 Nephtys sp.  +   + 

273 Nereis diversicolor O.F. Müller, 1776  + +   

274 Pygospio elegans Claparède, 1863 + + +  + 

275 Tomopteris helgolandica + +    

 Polychaeta, larvae + + + + + 
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Chaetognatha      

276 Parasagitta elegans (Verrill, 1873) + +  + + 

277 Parasagitta setosa (Mueller, 1847) + +   + 

278 Sagitta bipunctata Quoy & Gaimard, 1828  +    

 
Copelata      

279 Fritillaria borealis Lohmann, 1896 + + + + + 

280 Oikopleura dioica Fol, 1872 + +  + + 

       

 Larvae of Bivalvia (Mollusca)  
(Plate 5.3.31) 

+ + + + + 

 Larvae of Gastropoda (Mollusca) 
(Plate 5.3.31) 

+ + + + + 

 Larvae of Cirripedia (Crustacea) 
(Plate 5.3.32) 

+ + + + + 

 Larvae of Bryozoa 
(Plate 5.3.35) 

+ + + + + 

 Larvae of Echinodermata 
(Plate 5.3.35) 

+ + + +  

 
 
1 BP: Baltic Proper: after Ackefors (1965, 1969), Ostenfeld (1931), Mankowski 

(1948b, 1950b, 1951, 1959), Siudzinski (1965), Mielck & Künne (1932-1935); 
Holmborn et al., 2011; 

 
2 WBS: Western Baltic Sea (Kieler Bight, Mecklenburg Bight): after Remane (1940), 

Gerlach (2000), Kube et al. (2007a, b); Holmborn et al., 2011; 
 
3 NBS: Northern Baltic Sea (Archipelago Sea, Bothnian Sea): after Vuorinen (pers. 

com.), Lindquist (1959), Ostenfeld (1931); Holmborn et al., 2011; 
 
4 SBS: Southern Baltic Sea (Darss-Zingst Bodden Chain; Gdansk Basin; Vistula 

Lagoon; Curonian Lagoon): after Mankowski (1948a, 1950a, b), Telesh & 
Heerkloss (2002, 2004, and references therein); Alekseev et al., 2009; 
Holmborn et al., 2011 ; Sukhikh et al., 2013;  

 
5 EBS: Eastern Baltic Sea (Gulf of Riga; Gulf of Finland, including the freshwater 

Neva Bay): after Purasjoki (1958), Flinkman (pers. com.), Telesh (pers. com), 
Silina (1997), Telesh & Heerkloss (2002, 2004, and references therein), 
Rodionova et al. (2005), Rodionova & Panov (2006); Alekseev et al., 2009; 
Holmborn et al., 2011; Sukhikh et al., 2013. 

 
*Syn. – synonyms; ** – not registered in ITIS; c – species found mainly in the coastal 
nearshore (oligohaline or fresh) waters 
 
 


